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Hogan Lovells to Host COMPTEL PLUS Workshop on the  
High Stakes Changes to Communications Laws 

 
Free Half-Day Workshop Set for Wednesday, October 8, in Dallas  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – COMPTEL, the leading trade association for the competitive 
communications industry, today announced that Hogan Lovells will host a free, half-day workshop 
on Wednesday, October 8, at the COMPTEL PLUS Fall 2014 Convention & EXPO in Dallas. 
Entitled “Bringing Telecom into the 21st Century: Congress 2015 and the High Stakes Rewrite of 
the Communications Act,” the workshop will examine the impact of potential changes to 
communications laws and policies, and the role of industry in helping shape future reform. 
 
“The communications industry contributes nearly $1 trillion annually to the U.S. economy,” said 
Michele Farquhar, leader of Hogan Lovells’ Communications Practice.  “The innovation, 
convergence and consolidation marking the evolution of the industry have led to calls to review 
the Communications Act, including the FCC’s authority.” 
 
“The time is ripe for the legislative overhaul now underway by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, but the longstanding debates among the key players and their traditional framing of 
the issues are no longer suited to the task at hand,” added Hogan Lovells Partner Trey Hanbury. 
“This workshop will take a fresh look at the Act and how to tailor a legislative vehicle that 
addresses today’s controversies – while promoting competition and economic growth – and 
remains relevant in the years ahead.” 
 
The workshop will be comprised of three panels, which examine how the evolution of the 
communications industry and technological innovation is fueling momentum to overhaul 
communications laws and rules governing competition. The panelists also will discuss key policy 
principles that will offer oversight for the modern communications ecosystem and the role of the 
FCC. Panels include: 
 

• Legislative Change Overview – Former members of the House and Senate will provide 
their views on current legislative efforts, including the factors driving these proposed 
changes, whether room for consensus exists in an increasingly polarized political 
environment and what lessons were learned during drafting of the 1996 Telecom Act.  
 

• Changes to Communications Policy – Panelists – including current House and Senate 
staffers who will be working on the rewrite – will discuss the principles for reform; the 
impact changes and innovations in the marketplace have on the way Congress views 
communications policy; how the current Act has served the marketplace and economy; and 
what is working and what may not be. They also will share their perspectives on how 
universal service will be preserved in any anticipated rewrite; how competition should figure 
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into the analysis; and how policies should handle current disputes over access to content 
and a free and open Internet.  
 

• New Rules for New Times to Promote Competition in the Marketplace? – Top government 
relations officials for competitive providers will discuss the potential impact a rewrite could 
have on investment, competitors’ priorities, remaining market barriers that Congress can 
lower to achieve more investment and innovation. They also will address statutory changes 
that would offer greater certainty to all parties. 

 
The “Bringing Telecom into the 21st Century” workshop will take place from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., 
October 8 at the Gaylord Texan in Dallas. The full agenda and confirmed speakers can be found 
in the COMPTEL PLUS agenda. 
 
The workshop is free and open to the public. COMPTEL PLUS attendees are encouraged to pre-
register, but it is not required. For more information, visit www.comptelplus.org. 
 

***** 
 

About Hogan Lovells 
Hogan Lovells is a leading global legal practice providing business-oriented legal advice and high-quality service across its 
exceptional breadth of practices to clients around the world. “Hogan Lovells” or the “firm” is an international legal practice that 
includes Hogan Lovells US LLP and Hogan Lovells International LLP. For more information, see www.hoganlovells.com. 
  
About COMPTEL PLUS 
The COMPTEL PLUS Convention & EXPO is the preeminent networking event for innovative communications companies 
and their supplier partners. Held twice a year, COMPTEL PLUS provides attendees with the opportunity to learn about new 
products, services and industry trends; meet potential customers and do business. In addition, COMPTEL PLUS offers 
comprehensive educational programming led by experienced industry speakers. COMPTEL PLUS is produced 
by COMPTEL, the leading industry association representing competitive communications service providers and their supplier 
partners. Follow us at www.comptelplus.org or on Twitter at @COMPTELPLUS and #COMPTELFall14. 
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