
 
 

November 17, 2008  
 

 
Dear [Member of Congress], 
 
Thank you for taking the time to reach out to Chairman Martin regarding the Commission’s 
November 4th meeting agenda, which included Intercarrier Compensation and Universal Service 
Reform. 
 
As you are aware, Intercarrier Compensation and Universal Service Reform were pulled from the 
agenda on November 3rd.  Both items are now expected to be addressed at the Commission’s 
next meeting on December 18th.   In addition, on November 6th, the Chairman begrudgingly 
issued a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FNPRM).  In his statement he said,  
 

“I am disappointed with the further notice issued…we begin again from square one.” 
 
This, in fact, is incorrect, as several aspects of the order have yet to be commented on.   
 
While our initial request was for transparency, which we have now been given, I find myself 
making another plea for you to reach out to the Commission again and ask that they allow the 
time needed for thorough and carefully scrutinized comments to be submitted and reviewed.  
Comments are due November 26th and reply comments are due December 3rd.  With the 
Thanksgiving holiday cutting into this timeframe, this essentially gives the Commission 17 days 
to wade through what is expected to be hundreds of thousands of pages.  In addition, the 
Commission must then issue a draft order and circulate it.  In my opinion, I don’t see how it is 
possible to do that in a thoughtful manner with such a short amount of time given for the process. 
 
COMPTEL and its member companies do not want to appear ungrateful, nor is it our intention to 
try to hold up the process, but rather, we ask that the commission not be so quick to act on two 
major reforms when there is no real urgency attached to either.  Not to mention, the abbreviated 
comment period hardly allows for any real analysis or digestion on the Commission’s part of 
issues that could dramatically alter the entire telecommunications industry. 
 
So, while we are appreciative for your initial efforts on this matter, we ask that you reach out to 
the Commission and urge them to practice extreme caution while moving forward.  Chairman 
Martin may not agree, but I do not think it was a mistake to remove Intercarrier Compensation 
and Universal Service from the November 4th agenda.  In fact, the four other Commissioners 
appear to agree.  However, it will be a mistake to keep it on the December 18th agenda without 
ample time taken for consideration and examination on both sides. 
 
Thank you again; your continued and sustained support is greatly appreciated.  I look forward to 
working together in the future. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew Salmon 
President, COMPTEL 
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